Bedside ultrasound detection of long bone fractures.
Rapid identification of fractures of long bones is prudent, since associated bleeding and neurovascular compromise can cause significant morbidity and mortality. We describe two patients who presented to the Emergency Department with orthopedic trauma and underwent bedside ultrasound of the affected extremity. Ultrasound rapidly revealed fractures in both patients, and led to early treatment and disposition. Rapid bedside ultrasound of long bones was performed on affected extremities and compared to X-rays. Bedside ultrasonography of long bones is a rapid, reliable, and non-invasive method of evaluating patients with suspected orthopedic trauma.